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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 9, 2010 

Mr. Jeffrey N. Trimble 
Executive Director 
Broadcasting Board of Governors 
330 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 3360 
Washington, D.C. 20237 

Dear Mr. Trimble: 

We write regarding a recent article in the Washington Post ("Examining the U.S. 
response to Iran's censorship on anniversary of revolution," February 18, 2010). The article 
detailed intervention by the National Security Council to discourage , and then tone down, a 
statement issued by the Voice of America (VOA) regarding Iran's jamming ofVOA's 
broadcasts. If true, these actions constitute serious violations of U.S. law, policy and tradition 
related to the editorial independence of the taxpayer-funded Broadcasting Board of Governors 
(BBG). We believe it is important for you to address the claims made in the article. 

We also believe it is important for you to publically indicate whether representatives of 
the Administration, including officials of the National Security Council , the Executive Office of 
the President, or the State Department, were involved in any way in the drafting , preparation or 
clearance of a statement issued by the VOA with the British Broadcasting Company (BBC) and 
Deutsche Welle concerning Iranian signal-jamming. Please detail: 

1) The specific individuals involved in the matter reported by the Post , including their 
agency, and the initiating party in all discussions and deliberations on these matters; 

2) The veracity of the Post's report that Administration officials were involved to the extent 
that they were objecting to the selection of specific words to be included in a statement; 

3)	 The role of the Department of State, and specifically the Under Secretary for Public 
Diplomacy who sits on the BBG board -- more specifically, we are concerned as to 
whether the Under Secretary raised concerns about possible violations of the "firewall " 
that exists to defend the editorial independence of the BBG and its subsidiary entities. 

In addition, we would appreciate a full accounting of BBG activities related to Iran since 
the June 12,2009 presidential election in that country , including : 

1) Anl BBG review of programming in light of the political situation following the June 
12 I elections and an explanation of changes made as a result of that review; 

2)	 Guidance provided by the BBG regarding an increase in VOA or Radio Free Europe 
Radio Liberty (RFE-RL) programming directed at Iran since January 2009, including the 
number of additional reporters who were hired to cover events following the June 12th 

elections; the number of reporters, if any, who have left since June 12th
; and whether any 



reporters have been lost to other broadcasting serv ices , especially as a result of salary 
competitiveness; 

3) A detailed explanation of the number of hours a day VOA and RFE-RL broadcast into 
Iran and the breakdown of hours dedicated to news and other programming; 

4)	 A detailed explanation of what would be involved in making it possible for VOA and 
RFE-RL to provide continuous, real-time 24-hour-a-day news broadcasting into Iran in 
Farsi and other languages as appropriate -- if the answer is related to the budget, please 
provide a detailed estimate of what budget would be required to accomplish counter
jamming; 

5)	 A detailed explanation of the percentage of the BBG budget (including its subsidiary 
services like VOA and RFE-RL) dedicated to programming in Iran (please provide a 
breakdown on a month-to-month basis since January 2009); 

6)	 An explanation of whether the President's budget request for FYII includes sufficient 
resources to provide a surge capacity (in terms of both personnel and equipment) to deal 
with further political developments in Iran, and a detailed exp lanation of the 
circumstances in which the BBG would surge its capacity to reach the Iranian people; 

7)	 Information regarding Iranian jamming of U.S . broadcasts, any counter-jamming and a 
full explanation in each case for the past 24 months - please make sure to explain the 
BBG's policy regarding jamming of the broadcasts of its entities; 

8) Information regarding requests for increased funding by BBG-governed entities 
following last year's Iranian elections and the responses from the BBG; 

9) An explanation of how the schedule and content of programming on VOA's Persian 
television broadcasts differ from what airs on the BBC. 

We appreciate that, in addition to a prompt and detailed written response, you will want 
to brief relevant Congressional staff. Further, we would appreciate your assurance that the 
Governors of the Broadcasting Board, its staff and the staff of the subsidiary services are free to 
brief Senators and staff without constraint. 

As we are sure you are aware, the BBG is woefully short of confirmed members, 
although several nominations are pending. Your prompt and complete answers to these 
questions will aid the Senate as it reviews periding nominations to the BBG board. 

Sin7Jel: 

_ ......._ ...........L~ ...~., ... ~--~~,.,.~-I~... ~~r£. 
JON KYL ~BURN, M.D . SAM BROWNBACK $ 

United States Senator United States Senator United States Senator 

CC:	 Sen. John Kerry, Chairman, SFRC
 
Sen. Richard Lugar, Ranking Member, SFRC
 
Dan Austin, President, VOA
 
Jeff Gedmin, President RFE-RL
 
Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton, Governor, BBG
 



Joaquin F. Blaya, Governor, BBG 
Blanquita Walsh Cullum, Governor, BBG 
D. Jeffrey Hirschberg, Governor, BBG 
Steven J. Simmons, Governor, BBG 


